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CEUO ATDYM FOR THE DDECTOR

Subject: Historieal Study: The cenral Intelligence s7ency
An Instrument of Governnent
1940 - 1950

1. The study and interviews, with accompan i
Jocupents have been left im the custedy of Hr. Houston,
sencral Counsel, until he and Hr. *have advised 55X 1A
vas Director in recard to their elassiiication and
distribution.

2., The historical study has becn written for as
large an audience in the Govermment as the highly confidential
nature of its contents will pcrmit. Members ol the National
Security Council should read it if they so desire. The files
of the Council were opened for this investication. It could
aot have been accomplished without the enthusiastic help of
sdmiral Souers. Former Directors and others wio have granted
intervicws snhould have the right to sec the studye They
responded senerously from their knowledge and experience
to aid the present Director and his successors. Their
contributions have be.n incorperated in the findings of the
nistorical siudy. To remove these materials from the
published text in order to ohtain indiscriminate distribution
would destroy a groas part ol its value.

3. All documents obiained outside the Agency have been
used with the consent of avthorities at thc source.
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